
 
 

SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP HALL 

DECEMBER 5, 2007 
 
 

Members Present Members Absent       Others Present 
 

          J. Anderson  E. Majask       B. Smith, Planner  
          A. Seaver  D. Emmenecker       C. Edlinger, Recording Secretary 
          C. Nolan        M. Mahlberg, Attorney 
          B. Nelson         
          P. Brucker   
   
   
 
Mr. Brucker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson, supported by Mr. Nelson, to approve the minutes of October 
17, 2007. 
 
VOTE:  5 YEAS 0 NAYS 2 ABSENT  MOTION CARRIED 
       Majask 
       Emmenecker     
      
New Business:   
 
A. S-2007-35 – Joe Nowak of Midland, Michigan is requesting site plan approval 

regarding converting the vacant building at 6315 State Street from its previous 
use of a restaurant to use for retail sales and associated site improvements.   
(12-4-19-1023-000) 

 
Ms. Smith stated the developer is proposing to operate a retail sales operation from this 
site, which most recently was used as a restaurant.   The change from restaurant to 
retail sales is a change in use and, coupled with the length of time that the site has been 
vacant, requires the site to comply with current zoning.   The M-58 Access Management 
Plan shows this parcel establishing a joint driveway with the properties to the east and 
west.  If the establishment of a joint driveway is not feasible at this time, the Michigan 
Department of Transportation may permit a temporary drive until such time that it can 
be feasible.   Regardless of the timeline for closure and/or relocation of the drive, at a 
minimum, as part of this approval, a shared access easement agreement is required 
between this property and the property to the east. 
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According to the conversations with the engineer, a permit application has been 
submitted to MDOT with all the required information and they awaiting approval.  I 
spoke earlier today with Mr. Nowak, the applicant, who had an issue that precluded him 
from attending this evening.  He stated that he had read the report and did not have any 
objections to the conditions. 
 
Mr. Nowak is making a substantial investment in this property by bringing it into 
compliance with storm water standards and MDOT.  We recommend approval of the 
plan with the conditions contained in the report. 
 
Mr. Brucker then asked for public comments in favor or in opposition to the proposed 
site plan. 
 
There being no comments, Mr. Brucker closed the public hearing portion of this 
proposed site plan. 
 
Discussion followed among the Planning Commission members. 
 
Motion by Mr. Nolan, supported by Ms. Seaver, to recommend approval of the proposed 
site plan (S-2007-35) with the eleven (11) conditions listed below: 
 
 
1. Approval of a final site plan by the Community Development Department, Fire 

Department, Building Department and the Department of Public Services. 
 
2. The Storm Water Management Plan must be reviewed and approved by the 

Township Engineer prior to construction.  
 
3. Issuance of a driveway permit from the Michigan Department of Transportation. 
 
4. An access easement agreement is required to be executed and recorded with 

the County Register of Deeds, between the property and the Township ensuring 
shared access to the properties to the east and the west.  The access easement 
agreement must ensure that future access is provided both near the entry drive 
to the east as well as toward the rear of the site to the east, depending upon the 
future development demands of the adjacent property.  No actual connection to 
neighboring parking areas shall be made until an access easement agreement is 
received from the adjacent property owner(s). 

 
5. Development of a final landscaping plan detailing the type of trees and shrubs in 

such a quantity as required by the Zoning Ordinance.  This includes type of street 
trees, the required landscaping in and around the parking area and the building 
as well as details regarding the storm water detention area. 
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6. Building lighting shall be shown on the plans and reviewed for consistency by the 

Township.  Any lighting within the rear of the site (200’ of residential) is required 
to be mounted at a height of fifteen feet (15’) or less. 

 
7. The dumpster enclosure must be consistent with the color/material used for the 

building itself and the gate shall be opaque. 
 
8. If the façade is to be renovated, the proposed changes must be reviewed. 
 
9. A sidewalk shall be installed along State Street with a change in surface at the 

crosswalk(s). 
 
10. Bollards are required to be installed in the area located on the south side of the 

building adjacent to the loading area or, a five foot (5’) separation is required 
between the building and the parking lots/circulation drives on the south side of 
the building. 

 
11. All points where pedestrian walks cross a drive or sidewalk must be delineated 

through a change in surface specifically stamped and dyed concrete or 
bituminous. 
 

VOTE: 5 YEAS 0 NAYS 2 ABSENT  MOTION CARRIED 
      Majask 
      Emmenecker 
       
Receive and File All Correspondence: 
 

A.      A copy of the October 2007 Planning & Zoning News publication. 
B. A copy of the November 14, 2007 Board of Appeals minutes. 

 
Other New Business:   
 
Old Business: 

 
Adjournment: 
 
Motion by Ms. Seaver, supported by Nelson, to adjourn the meeting at 7:12 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  5 YEAS 0 NAYS 2 ABSENT  MOTION CARRIED 
        Majask 
        Emmenecker 
 


