SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF APPEALS
SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP HALL

praﬁ MAY 13, 2009

7:00 P.M.
Members Present Members Absent Others Present
S. Gerhardt C. Baldwin B. Smith, Planner
J. Dambro Mark Mahlberg, Attorney
P. Brucker C. Edlinger,
M. Faerber Recording Secretary

Mr. Brucker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Minutes:

Motion by Ms. Dambro, supported by Mr. Gerhardt, to approve the minutes of April 8,
2009.

VOTE: 4 Yeas 0 Nays 1 Absent Motion Carried
Baldwin

New Business:

A. A-09-03 — Staff is requesting that the Board of Appeals render an interpretation
as to whether or not an assisted living facility for adults is an institute for human
care as defined in the Saginaw Charter Township zoning ordinance.

Ms. Smith stated we have a request from Saginaw Intermediate School District who is
interested in establishing a facility to provide assisted care and life skills coaching to
young adults. Assisted living facilities are permitted by right in a B-1, Office Business
district. This particular request differs from what we have traditionally processed as
assisted living and staff could not find a specific example of assisted living facilities in the
Township that were not age restricted to senior citizens.

The proposed use is designed to provide assisted living and life skills to young adults.
These young adults will have attended a specific educational program that prepares them
to live independently. The facility is intended to be operated similar to an assisted living
facility. It is not considered a group home and does not require licensing by the state.
Many of the young adults living within this development have high functioning autism or
other similar conditions. Adults with conditions such as these often hold gainful
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employment and while they may not live alone, are fully capable of living alone. Assisted
living facilities within the Township include Bickford Cottage, Wescourt Retirement,
Community Village, Sterling House/Alterra. Each of these facilities is restricted to older
residents.

Staff is asking the Board of Appeals to determine does an assisted living facility, where
individuals live independently (not group quarters) and do not receive 24-hour
supervision but have access to 24-hour assistance, need to be restricted to those at or
beyond retirement age?

Discussion followed among the Board of Appeals members. Questions were raised
regarding discrimination, how much oversight would be given to these residents, how
many residents would be living together, is someone onsite 24-7, is it an “institution”?

Ms. Smith stated it would be temporary transitional housing for high functioning
individuals and whether it would fall under the category of “assisted living” as defined in
our ordinance.

Mr. Brucker then asked for public comments regarding this proposed variance.

There being no public comments, the public hearing portion of this proposed variance
was closed.

Motion by Mr. Brucker, supported by Mr. Gerhardt, to render an interpretation, based
upon the specific information provided by Staff, that transitional housing for young adults
as particularly described in this request, A-09-03, is an assisted living facility that is not
necessarily restricted by age, however, it is also not a group home as defined by the
State of Michigan, Department of Health and Human Services.

VOTE: 4 Yeas 0 Nays 1 Absent Motion Carried
Baldwin
B. A-09-04 — Robert Puszykowski of Saginaw, Michigan is requesting a variance

from Section 305.4.a.iii of the Saginaw Charter Township zoning ordinance to
construct a 768 square foot accessory structure which exceeds the square
footage allowed (144 sq. ft.) by 624 square feet located at 3975 Hackett Road.
(12-3-11-1001-001)

Bridget Smith stated the property is located on Hackett Road on the southwest corner of
McCarty and Hackett Road. It is a corner lot and has 543 feet of frontage on McCarty
Road. There is an existing home on the site with a building footprint of 2,212 square feet.
It is located approximately sixty feet from the right-of-way of McCarty Road and is
compliant with the required setbacks and current zoning.
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Dr. Puszykowski is seeking to construct a second detached accessory structure which
would be larger than what is permitted. Prior to considering this request it is important to
review what zoning would permit to be constructed on site. Based on the applicants
parcel, the size of the dwelling on site, one detached accessory structure is permitted, up
to the total footprint of the dwelling. In the particular case of Dr. Puszykowski, a detached
accessory structure totaling 2,212 square feet would be permitted to be constructed,
along with a second structure up to 144 square feet. The applicant is requesting to build
two detached accessory structures. One structure, totaling 768 square feet is already
constructed and is compliant in terms of size and location with zoning requirements. The
applicant is seeking a deviation in order to construct a separate structure, totaling 864
square feet located 24 feet north of the existing detached accessory structure. There is
an established driveway leading from McCarty Road to this detached accessory
structure. The proposed, additional detached accessory structure would be located just
west of this existing driveway so as to use it for access as well.

Whereas the applicant has not demonstrated exceptional and peculiar practical
difficulties, staff recommends that the request for deviation from the zoning ordinance in
terms of constructing a larger than permitted second detached accessory structure be
denied.

The applicant, Mr. Puszykowski, was present to answer any questions. Mr. Puszykowski
stated he hoped everyone had the letter he sent to the Board of Appeals outlining his
variance request and feels that he should be granted a variance because the existing
barn and driveway has been on this property since he bought it approximately 25 years
ago. The Township ordinance has changed over the years and trying to hook two
structures together would be a major problem due to different frost shifting of structures.
The character of the neighborhood is rural and most properties are 2 to 10 acres. My
property has approximately four (4) acres. | do not see my request for a variance as
unreasonable regarding the spirit of the ordinance and having to add to the existing
structure would not be reasonable and cause undue hardship regarding moving the
driveway, structure integrity and cost.

Mr. Brucker then asked for public comments regarding this proposed variance.

There being no public comments, the public hearing portion of this proposed variance
was closed.

Discussion followed among the Board of Appeals members. Members discussed the
size of accessory structures that are allowed. The applicant is allowed one accessory
structure not to exceed 2,212 square feet and the other 144 square feet as long as it
meets the required setbacks, which in this case the applicant does. However, the
applicant does have the ability to increase the size of the existing accessory structure, or
demolish the existing structure and build a new larger accessory structure, or leave
everything as it exists.
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Motion by Ms. Dambro, supported by Mr. Faerber, to deny A-09-04 and to find the staff
analysis as a finding of fact.

VOTE: 4 Yeas 0 Nays 1 Absent Motion Carried
Baldwin

Receive and File All Correspondence:

A. A copy of the April 15 and May 6, 2009 minutes from the Planning Commission.

B. A copy of the April 2009 issues of Planning & Zoning News.

Other New Business:

Motion by Ms. Dambro, supported by Mr. Faerber, to re-elect Peter Brucker as Chairman
of the Board of Appeals along with Jerry Dambro as Vice-Chairman.

VOTE: 4 Yeas 0 Nays 1 Absent Motion Carried
Baldwin

Adjournment:

Motion by Mr. Faerber, supported by Ms. Dambro, to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.

VOTE: 4 Yeas 0 Nays 1 Absent Motion Carried
Baldwin



